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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 173431 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO EPG-02 FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-Ol PM-05 USIA-06 OES-07 
SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-07 PA-01 PRS-01 
/104R 

DRAFTED BY EB/TCA/MA:SPILLA:BST 
APPROVED BY EB/TCA/MA:RKBANK 
AF/E:RCCASTRODALE 

074810 260358Z/21 

R 251912Z JUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
INFO DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 173431 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: EWWT, EMIN, ENRG, MA, RO 

SUBJECT: WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL OIL SURVEY OFF MADAGASCAR'S 
WEST COAST 

REFS: A) ANTANANARIVO 1058; B) NOSIC SUITLAND MD 0816512 
JUNE 77, C) STATE 133795; D) ANTANANARIVO 1228; 

E) ANTANANARIVO 1042 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS CONTACTED SMITH OF WESTERN GEOPHYSICAL 
AS PER EMBASSY REQUEST REFTEL E. SMITH INDICATED: 1) THAT 
HE IS FULLY COGNIZANT OF THE SITUATION, AS WELL AS THE 
ATTITUDES AND PROPENSITIES OF THE MADAGASCAR GOVERNMENT; 

AND 2) THAT THE FIRM IS INDEED FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS 
OF MACDONALD (I.E., CONTINUING SURVEY WORK), THEREBY 
HOPING TO EVENTUALLY REALIZE PAYMENT FROM THAT GOVERNMENT. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 173431 


2. IN LIGHT OF THESE REALITIES, IT IS DEPARTMENT'S OPINION 
THAT NO DAMAGING INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT APPEARS 
IMMINENT AT PRESENT, NOR IS ANY FURTHER DIRECT USG 
INVOLVEMENT APPROPRIATE IN WHAT IS ESSENTIALLY A PRIVATE 
COMMERCIAL CONTRACT DISPUTE. THE EMBASSY SHOULD, OF COURSE, 
CONTINUE TO KEEP AN EYE ON DEVELOPMENTS THAT COULD ALTER 
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THE SITUATION. VANCE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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